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Message from the CEO 
 
Our last fiscal year has flown by at the speed of light.  The year was full of challenges, 
many of which were solved during the year and others need to be addressed in the 
coming year.  We commenced our mandate review process with the Province, which 
was stalled by the election but is now back on track.  We continue to address 
financial difficulties that have plagued the CVWMA for sometime; it is hoped that 
when the mandate review process is complete, the CVWMA will emerge with a new 
governance model and partnerships that will give financial stability to the 
organization. 
 
This year, in cooperation with Duck’s Unlimited Canada, we installed another water 
control structure at the north end of Leach Lake.  We are gradually working on 
replacing all of the old and worn out controls.  These structures enable us to 
efficiently manage and adjust the water levels in the ponds for the benefit of the 
different species that utilize the area. 
 
Our Interpretation Centre had a very successful year thanks to the outstanding 
programs developed by Gillian Cooper, our Interpretation Centre Manager.  Thanks 
to the Young Canada Works/Canadian Museums Association and HRDC Summer 
Career Placement grants for returning students, we were able to hire five naturalists, 
all of whom did an excellent job running our school programs and educating the 
general public on the importance of wetlands globally and our wetland in particular. 
 
Carla Haegele ran a successful stewardship program enabling many students to get a 
hands on experience in the wetland by actually working in the field and minimizing 
some of our invasive plant issues.  We also welcomed a new member to the team, 
Angela Hoover, who joined us in August as our Office Administrator.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our friends, donors, granting 
agencies and volunteers who have so kindly helped us throughout the year.  
Without this support we would not be able to provide the many programs that are 
enjoyed by our communities nor would we be able to manage the habitat for the 
benefit of all the species that reside here. 
 
In addition, I would like to thank all the staff for their support and hard work during 
the year as well as our Authority Board for their time and efforts.  Steven Bullock 
resigned as Chair of the Board after some 16 years of service.  We will miss him and 
hope that he is enjoying his retirement.  Our new Chair is Wayne Stetski, the 
provincial representative, who is joined by the federal representative, Andre Breault. 
 
 
 
 
Richard L. Dalon, CEO 
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Background 
Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund 
 

Who We Are and What We Do 
 
Established by Provincial Legislation in 1968 under the Creston Valley Wildlife Act, 
the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area (CVWMA) consists of 7,000 hectares 
(17,000 acres) of provincial land.  It contains one lake (1,500 ha or 3,700 acres) and 17 
marshes plus a major river and adjoining mountain slopes.  Located on the Pacific 
Flyway, the marshes form a valuable link in a chain of wetlands stretching from the 
Arctic Ocean to California. 

 
The CVWMA is a rich and biologically diverse area.  Over 286 species of birds, 57 
species of mammals and 29 species of fish, reptiles and amphibians call the area 
home.  Many of these are species at risk - endangered, threatened, vulnerable or of 

special concern - at a provincial and/or 
federal level.  In 1994, it was designated 
as an internationally significant 
wetland (Ramsar Site).  Birdlife 
International also recognizes the 
CVWMA as an Important Bird Area, 
because it regularly supports over 
100,000 water birds during migration 
periods, and as an Important 
Amphibian and Reptile Area by the 
Canadian Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation Network. 

Mission: To manage the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area for 
conservation and natural species diversity through active habitat and 
wildlife management, research, education and public support.   
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The CVWMA attracts over 35,000 visitors per year from around the world.  As part of 
the International Selkirk Loop and the Two Nation Birding Vacation, a birding and 
ecotourism experience, the CVWMA is a major destination and attraction for people 
traveling through southeastern BC.  With an amazing diversity of wildlife, spectacular 
scenery, a bounty of recreational opportunities and a Wildlife Interpretation Centre 
offering educational programming and special events, the CVWMA is a truly unique 
and magical place to visit.  The CVWMA was chosen as a 2009 Rand McNally Best of 
the Road® Editor’s Pick and featured in the 2009 Rand McNally Road Atlas.  
 
The Wildlife Interpretation 
Centre, located 11 kilometers 
west of Creston on Hwy 3, is 
open May to October and 
offers a variety of programs 
and events including: guided 
field excursions (canoe & 
walking tours), experience-
based curriculum-matched 
educational programs, 
educational exhibits, secure 
wildlife viewing decks & 
towers, science lab activities, 
lecture & video presentations, 
visitor services (washrooms, 
destination desk, tour operation, natural history gift shop, snack bar & picnic shelter) 
and conference space. 
 
Year round trail access to over 32 kilometers of trails allows visitors to access the area 
by hiking, biking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.  Self-guided walking trails, 
covered multi level viewing towers and boardwalk trails provide the ideal means to 
explore the area.  Recreational hunting and fishing is also allowed in certain areas of 
the CVWMA. 
 
The CVWMA is a not-for-profit provincial crown agency with charitable status. 
 

Mandate Review 
 
The CVWMA began a government-led mandate review process in the spring of 2008, 
initiated by the Honorable Barry Penner, BC Minister of Environment.  The mandate 
review process is under the direction of the Crown Agencies Secretariat, led by Parks 
Branch of the Ministry of Environment and follows specific guidelines set out by the 
Ministry of Finance. 
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It is hoped that this process will provide a more stable and clear future direction 
regarding issues related to the legislation, governance and financial structure of the 
CVWMA.   It is hoped that the review will be completed in 2009. 
 

Financial Structure 
 
Secure operating funds, excluding project specific funds, comes from a grant from BC 
Hydro, interest from a small endowment fund and some land-based revenue. 
 
For secure operating funds, BC Hydro provided $395,861. The endowment fund, at 
March 31, 2009, stood at $251,785 with interest accumulated over the fiscal year and 
paid out to the CVWMA to a total of $12,451.  For all other grants, see Figure 3. 
 
Other annual income includes revenue from operations: Wildlife Interpretation 
Centre admission and public programs ($45,664), general donations ($28,641) and 
other operations ($90,686).  See Figure 2 for more details. 
 

Governance Structure 
 
The CVWMA was the first major collaboration between the Governments of Canada 
and British Columbia in the field of Wildlife Management.  The Creston Valley 
Wildlife Act designates the Minister of Environment as being responsible for the 
Area.  It establishes a Management Authority consisting of three individuals: a federal 
representative, appointed by the federal Minister of Environment; a provincial 
representative and a non-governmental representative, appointed by the provincial 
Minister of Environment.  The Authority reports to the provincial Minister of 
Environment and the Authority has a CEO who reports back to the Authority. 
 

Authority Board Members 2008/09 
Wayne Stetski – Provincial Member 
André Breault – Federal Member 
Stephen Bullock – Public Member and Chair  
(Stephen stepped down from the Authority Board in February of 2009.  This position 
is currently under review.  Wayne Stetski has taken over the role of Chair.) 
 

Staff 2008/09 
Richard L. Dalon – Chief Executive Officer 
Marc-André Beaucher – Area Manager and Chief Biologist 
Anne de Jager – Director of Development and Executive Assistant to CEO 
Gillian Cooper – Director of Education and Interpretation Centre 
Carla Haegele – Director of Communications Stewardship and Special Projects 
Angela Hoover – Office Administrator 
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Financial Summary 2008/09 
Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund 
 

Auditors’ Report  
 
To the Members: 
 
We have audited the statement of financial position of the Creston Valley Wildlife 
Management Authority Trust Fund as at March 31, 2009 and the statement of 
operations and net assets for the year then ended. These financial statements are the 
responsibility of the Trust Fund's management. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing 
standards. Those require that we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An 
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well 
as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 
 
In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund as 
at March 31, 2009 and the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles. We report that, 
in our opinion, these principles have been applied on a basis consistent with that of 
the preceding year. 
 
Creston, B.C. 
July 14, 2009 
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Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund 

Figure 1: Summarized Statement of Financial Position    
    

  2009 2008 

ASSETS    

Current    

    Cash                                                       $ 29,225 33,308 

    Short term investments  128,970 216,887 

    Accounts receivable  14,496 85,540 

    Prepaid expenses  6,261 22,782 

    Inventory  12,613 12,953 

 $ 191,565 371,470 

Property, Plant and Equipment  201,875 45,329 

    

 $ 393,440 416,799 

    
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS    

Current    

    Accounts payable $ 41,001 129,849 

    Deferred contributions  - 7,600 

    Current portion of long term debt  7,567  

 $ 48,568 137,449 

Long term debt  44,656  

    

 $ 93,224 137,449 

Net Assets    

    Unrestricted net assets $ 275,216 155,005 

    Replacement reserve  25,000 124,345 

 $ 300,216 279,350 

    
 $ 393,440 416,799 
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Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund 

Figure 2: Summarized Statement of Operations    
    

  2009 2008 

REVENUE    

Grants (See Figure 3) $ 553,975 899,827 

Interest  11,402 16,228 

Income from Perpetual Fund (See Figure 4)  12,451 12,012 

Operations    

    Wildlife Centre and public programs  45,664 29,812 

    Donations  28,641 45,377 

    Other Operations  90,686 54,782 

Transfer from Replacement Reserve  99,345 - 

 $ 842,164 1,058,038 

EXPENSES    

Wildlife Centre and public outreach $ 460,185 468,747 

Fund development  10,523 33,508 

Wildlife and habitat management  142,915 385,645 

Administration and office  55,203 86,800 

Other operations  53,127 59,327 

 $ 721,953 1,034,027 

    

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES $ 120,211 24,011 

Unrestricted net assets beginning of the yr.  155,005 130,994 

    

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSESTS END OF YEAR $ 275,216 155,005 
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Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund 

Figure 3: Grant Revenue    
    

  2009 2008 

Grant revenue was received from the following:    

BC Hydro $ 395,861 361,617 

Canadian Museums Association  12,053 4,063 

Columbia Basin Trust  2,254 74,510 

Creston & District Credit Union  - 4,500 

Creston-Kootenay Foundation  1,000 500 

EJLB Foundation  - 5,000 

Flair Foundation  - 25,000 

HCTF Wildlife Maintenance  7,600 107,250 

HRDC Summer Career Placement  4,173 8,337 

Kootenay Employment Services  2,784 - 

Ktunaxa Nation Council  16,000 - 

Labatts  - 3,000 

Land Conservancy of BC  668 - 

Ministry of Environment  80,000 265,360 

Regional District of the Central Kootenays  - 1,000 

Remax  - 1,500 

Shell Environment Fund  - 4,898 

Town of Creston - RDCK Grant-in-Aid  8,000 8,292 

Vancouver Foundation  3,020 - 

Wildlife Habitat Canada  18,750 25,000 

Wildsight  1,812 - 

    

 $ 553,975 899,827 
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Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority Trust Fund 

Figure 4: Endowment Fund    
    

  2009 2008 

Balance, beginning of year $ 247,848 238,629 

Donations received  3,937 9,219 

    

Balance, end of year $ 251,785 247,848 
 
 
The Creston Valley Wildlife Management Authority established a perpetual 
(endowment) fund administered by the Vancouver Foundation.  Under the terms of 
the deed of this gift, the perpetual fund is owned by the Vancouver Foundation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  12 

Contact Us 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PO Box 640 
Creston, BC 
V0B 1G0, Canada 
Phone: (250) 402 6900 
Fax: (250) 402 6910 
Email: askus@crestonwildlife.ca 
Website: www.crestonwildlife.ca 
Charitable Registration Number: 11931 5885 RR0001 
 
 


