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The Return of the Wild...
From Marc-André Beaucher

Our Mission
We exist to manage the
Creston Valley Wildlife
Management Area, a
17,000 acre wetland of
international significance,
for conservation and
natural species diversity
through active habitat
and wildlife management,
research, education and
public support.
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ering that these fish have been practically absent in Summit Creek for nearly
three decades. Summit Creek used to
sustain the largest run of kokanee on
the West side of Kootenay Lake in the
1960s and 1970s, but declined substantially after
that time due
to nutrients and
productivity issues in Kootenay
Lake.

If you are wondering what the red
marks in the water might be (photo
below), think hard. You probably
have not seen any of these creatures
on the CVWMA
for decades, or if
you did, probably
not as many as
this year. The red
marks are spawning
kokanee
salmon in SumThe return of the
mit Creek! The
kokanee in Sumfish have made
mit Creek is most
an appearance in
likely a result of
Summit Creek this fall, and we hope fertilization efforts in the south arm
they will show up in greater numbers of Kootenay Lake and in the Kootenay
next fall.
River, and from egg implants that have
taken place in Summit Creek since
While there were just a little over a 2004. Kokanee have also been seen
hundred fish (no official numbers this past fall in encouraging numbers
yet), it is pretty encouraging consid- in the Goat River, just south of Creston.

Bright red kokanee salmon
seen in Summit Creek this
past fall.
Kokanee are a landlocked
form of sockeye salmon.
From August to December,
mature kokanee move
from Kootenay Lake into
the inlet streams to spawn.

Send questions and comments to...wetlander@crestonwildlife.ca

Fall/Winter 2009

Page 2

Donor in the Spotlight
BC Hydro and the Habitat Conservation
Trust Foundation (HCTF) generously came
forward to partner with the CWMWA to
purchase a new truck for use in the field.
The vehicle will be used to access the
wetland and to haul and move things as
needed. Our Biologist/Area Manager, Field
Maintenance Technician and Stewardship Director have already used it to perform needed functions in the wetland.
There will be a constant line up for its services!
BC Hydro and HCTF have provided vital financial support to the CVWMA over the years. BC Hydro contributes
key core funding each year and HCTF has awarded much
needed and appreciated grants for habitat restoration and
operations and maintenance projects.

Richard Dalon, CEO of the CVWMA (centre),
Diane Tammen, Community Relations Manager,
East Kootenay for BC Hydro and Harvey Andrusak,
Chair of the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation
reveal the new CVWMA truck.

New Viewing Tower Needs Your Support
Our Goal is $58,000

The three-story viewing tower located
along the Marsh Trail Loop near the
Wildlife Interpretation Centre is a popular destination for people exploring
the wetland. It takes you high above
the ponds and vegetation, providing
a bird’s-eye view of the wetland landscape. Recently, engineers have suggested that the tower in nearing the
end of its life span and needs to be replaced.

The memory of Dr. Afa Brown and Ken Hoag
and their passion and enthusiasm for this wetland will continue into the future as they help
us to build a new viewing tower for all to enjoy.

Built in the late 60’s, this timberframed roof covered tower has been a
CVWMA landmark for decades. School
children, birdwatchers, photographers
and nature enthusiasts utilize the
space to view wildlife and enjoy the
breathtaking views of the wetland and
surrounding mountains. A spotting
scope is placed at the tower when the
Centre is open so people can get an intimate view of a variety of
species in the wetland (they have no idea you are watching them!).

We need $24,329 more to build the new viewing tower.

Two families, both enthusiastic supporters of the CVWMA, have recently suffered losses. Wanting to leave a lasting legacy for their
loved one, both families and their friends came forward to contribute money towards the construction of a new viewing tower.

We have raised $33,671 to date

5550454035302520151050-

The cost to remove the old tower and build a
new one is $58,000. Grants from the Regional
Districts of Area’s A and C and the Town of Creston, along with donations from Dr. Afa Brown’s
family and friends and the Hoag family have
raised $33,671 to date.

Your contribution will make a difference. Please
use the form that is inserted into this Wetlander
to make your donation. We cannot do it without your support.

Help us heat up the thermometer
by donating now!!
The goal is $58,000
We need $24,329
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Wildlife Interpretation Centre
This year, we welcomed 1,595 students to our school programs. The elementary schools were thrilled with the Bird
Program, the high school students were busy performing
stewardship activities and many also enjoyed a paddle in
the ponds on the voyageur canoes.
The Wildlife Centre hosted over 5,800 people with over
1,100 paddling the waterways on canoe tours. Thanks to
everyone for a wonderful season. The Centre will reopen
next May.
A Naturalist
paddles a group
of keen tourists
into the wild
wetland where
one has the
opportunity
to view a wide
diversity of
wildlife.

That’s a lot of Gravel!
Yellowhead Road and Bridge (YRB) generously donated
nine huge dump trucks full of gravel to the CVWMA in
early September. The gravel will be put to good use, leveling out the trails that have been eroded by water or had
holes dug in them by muskrats – normal wetland issues
- and widening trails in some areas.
Thanks YRB! We appreciate your time and the contribution you made to improving our trails so that people can
safely enjoy them.
And a special thanks
to Bob Cull of Cull Bros.
Contracting Ltd. for donating his time on the
bobcat with the handy
grader attachment to
distribute and smooth
out some of the gravel
along the trails and to
Ian and Darlene McDowell (seen at right) for
their hands-on help.

BC River’s Day Paddle
To celebrate BC River’s Day on September 27th, the
CVWMA hosted a 3rd annual paddle. Twenty-eight
paddlers in 17 boats took to the Kootenay River for
the day. The wind aided the ride south along the east
arm of the river and helped to build muscle once we
paddled north along the west arm. All in all it was a
beautiful day filled with fantastic scenery, some wildlife sightings, sunshine and great company.
See you next year!

Roadtrip!!
Get in Your Car
and Drive...
The Top Ten Scenic Drives in the Northern Rockies is a
multi-state and international scenic byway marketing effort to brand and market to potential visitors ten national
destinations in the Northern Rockies. It is built around the
three All-American Roads (AAR) in the Northern Rockies,
their four adjacent National Parks/Recreation Areas, and
the three historic trails that connect them. The International Selkirk Loop (ISL) is part of this venture.
The marketing initiative includes a robust, interactive online presence and web portal, map of the Top Ten itineraries and driving times/distances, advertising and publicity campaign. The marketing firm of Patterson/Bach has
pitched stories to over 400 journalists about this drive
and the ISL will host a journalist tour in early June of 2010,
bringing them to the Wildlife Interpretation Centre.
In October, the website for the Top Ten went live. While
some kinks still need to be worked out, the site looks
great and it’s nice to navigate through. Check it out at
www.drivethetop10.com.
International initiatives such as these really help a small
place like Creston to gain exposure and gather attention.
Being on the International Selkirk Loop, the Two Nation
Birding Vacation and now the Top Scenic Drives in the
Northern Rockies helps to market the wonders of this very
special wetland. The CVWMA is prominently highlighted
as a prime destination for wildlife and bird watching.
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Permit Policies a Success

The CVWMA initiated two new permit policies this year. Boat permits are now mandatory if you want to store
your boat(s) on the CVWMA property at Duck Lake SirOverall, the policies were well received by the public.
dar. Many of the boats previously stored there were no
People wanting to hunt on the CVWMA property now longer usable and unnecessarily littering the site. The
have to take out a permit. This will allow the CVWMA permit policy was initiated to prevent this from hapto gather valuable data to better manage wildlife. pening in the future. Unsafe boats create a potential
Permits can be obtained at the Administration Office liability issue for the CVWMA. Permits for the period
or from our website for a $1.00 fee. Hunters must show ending March 31, 2010 can be obtained for free from
proof of 3rd party liability insurance ($1,000,000). Over the Administration building. Starting April 1, 2010,
140 permits were taken out from September to Novem- permits will be $25 per year (April 1 to March 31). All
ber. As this was the first year of the program, we will be boats found to not have a permit will be removed from
evaluating the process and making improvements for the area. If your boat has been removed, please call
next year. Permits will cost $10 in 2010 so that we can us to arrange a time to pick it up. A $50 service fee to
cover administrative costs. If you have any comments cover cost of removal will apply.
or suggestions, please feel free to let us know.

Collaborative Actions Reduce “Unwanted” Invaders
From the Invasive Plant Council of BC
Invasive plants are a serious threat to British Columbia’s biodiversity, economies, and communities. These
aggressive competitors displace desirable vegetation,
disrupt ecosystem functions, destroy wildlife habitat,
impede recreation, harm human health and safety,
and cost tax dollars to remove and control.
To minimize these negative impacts, the Invasive Plant
Council of British Columbia (IPCBC), regional invasive
plant committees, all levels of government, industry,
First Nations, and private stakeholders, are working in
collaboration on a diversity of projects.
An innovative, province-wide program initiated in July
2009, “Action Now” Hot Spots, has created short-term
employment for more than 100 displaced resource
workers. Crews are working diligently to contain, control and inventory invasive plants around the province.

A special thanks to the “Action Now” Hot Spots team who
spent multiple days this past September removing yellow
flag iris (above) from the CVWMA where it is found growing in a channel near the Interpretation Centre.

To specifically address the impacts of aquatic invasive
plants and to prevent their spread, the IPCBC’s Aquatic Advisory Committee jointly developed a two-year
Aquatic Invasive Plants Action Plan. This action plan
identifies priority aquatic invasive plants, prioritizes
pathways of invasion, and outlines key actions to inIn the Central Kootenays, field crews are targeting crease awareness and prevent establishment of new
both aquatic and terrestrial invasive plants. Notorious infestations.
invaders, yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) and Eurasian
watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), are among the On January 19-20th, the 2010 IPCBC Public Forum and
priority aquatic invasive species, while terrestrial inva- 5th Anniversary Celebration, “Unique Habitats, Unique
sives include Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana), hawk- Challenges” will feature a special focus on aquatic invaweed (Hieracium spp.) and Scotch broom (Cytisus sco- sive plants. To learn more, please contact the Central
parius), among others.
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee, call 1-888-WEEDSBC or visit www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca.
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Ramsar Course Highlights
The National Training Course for Canadian Ramsar Site
Managers that took place at the CVWMA from Oct 5th to
8th, 2009 was a great success. The course brought together people from across the country who work with Ramsar
sites. The course helped to raise awareness of Ramsar
sites in Canada, brought various issues to the attention
of the provincial and federal governments and provided
hands-on training for onsite Ramsar managers.
Two main recommendations came out of the training
course: to have a Canadian Ramsar Site Managers Network and a Canadian National Ramsar Committee.
The proposed objectives of the Canadian Ramsar Site
Managers Network are:
• to provide a forum where Ramsar site managers can
directly interact amongst themselves on management issues relating to Ramsar sites
• to provide a mechanism for more direct interaction
between site managers and the National Authority
Office (CWS, Environment Canada)

Mandate Review
The mandate review is ongoing. Richard Dalon,
CEO of the CVWMA, has spent time in Victoria to
meet with Barry Penner, Minister of Environment
and the government team working on the review. There are two immediate needs that need
to be addressed: to conduct a land survey, estimated at approx. $300,000 (the 17,000 acres are
currently unsurveyed provincial crown land); and
to determine the financial implications of the risk
assessment report (done last spring), estimated
at approx. $100,000. Richard is working with the
province to get money to complete these tasks.

The proposed objectives of the Canadian Ramsar Committee are:
• to promote awareness of Canada’s Ramsar sites and
their wise use and management;
• to support the interaction and cooperation of site
managers, stakeholders and property owners in actions related to Canada’s Ramsar sites;
• to facilitate information exchange, improved and expanded availability of resources for site management,
more effective communication, and peer-to-peer interaction among site managers and organizations;
• to assist and give advice to the National Authority Office of the Convention (CWS, Environment Canada) in
its undertaking of duties and responsibilities regarding the Ramsar Convention; and
• to facilitate the national and international activities of
Canada’s involvement in the Ramsar Convention.
The course would not have been possible without the financial contributions from: Columbia Basin Trust, Habitat
Conservation Trust Foundation, Regional District of the
Central Kootenays (Area’s A, B, C and Town of Creston),
Ducks Unlimited Canada, Environment Canada (CWS)
and the Columbia Brewery.

Quiz... What Bird Am I?
(...answers on page 6)

To distinguish the Alder and Willow flycatchers from one
another, one must look at the:
a size b distinct eye markings c voice d tail feathers
What is the smallest diving duck in North America?
a Ring-necked b Bufflehead c Harlequin d Wigeon
What hummingbird breeds the farthest north?
a Ruby-throated b Calliope c Black-chinned d Rufous
What is North America’s largest shorebird?
a Long-billed Curlew b Stilt Sandpiper c Willet
d Wilson’s Phalarope
What is the only North American bird that is black underneath
and white on the back?
a Gray Jay b Red-headed woodpecker c Bobolink
d Black-billed Magpie

A wood duck chick sets off to explore its new world!
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The Answers...from quiz on page 5
The Alder and Willow flycatchers are virtually identical looking and are distinguishable only by their voice. The Alder
Flycatcher’s song is a harsh, ripping “f-bee-oo”, its call an emphatic “pip.” The Willow Flycatcher’s song is a harsh “fitz-bew”
or “rrritz-bew,” accented on the first syllable, its call note a
mellow “whit.” The Alder has been sighted occasionally at
the CVWMA while the Willow is more common.
The Bufflehead is the smallest diving duck in North America.
It is a cavity nester, almost exclusively nesting in holes excavated by Northern Flickers, but will also use nesting boxes.
Unlike most ducks, the Bufflehead is mostly monogamous,
often remaining with the same mate for several years. The
Bufflehead lays eggs more slowly than most other ducks,
with intervals of two-three days between eggs. Buffleheads
are a common sight at the CVWMA in the spring and fall.
The brilliant orange male and the green and orange female
Rufous Hummingbirds are wide ranging and breed farther
north than any other hummingbird. The Rufous Hummingbird is a common visitor to hummingbird feeders. It is extremely territorial at all times of year, attacking any visiting
hummingbird, including much larger species. They’ve been
seen chasing chipmunks away from their nests. We have observed great territorial behaviour at Wildlife Centre feeders.
The Long-billed Curlew wins that category. Both the male
and female Long-billed Curlew incubate the eggs, and both
are aggressive in defense of nests and young. The female
typically abandons the brood two-three weeks after hatching and leaves brood care to her mate. Despite this abandonment the same male and female often pair with each
other again the next year. The female’s bill is longer than the
male’s, and is a different shape. Hers is flatter on top with
a more pronounced curve at the tip. His is gently curved
throughout its length. This curlew can be seen in the Spring
and early summer feeding at the mud flats at Duck Lake.
A distinctive bird of open grasslands, the Bobolink is the
only American bird that is black underneath and white on
the back. This coloring makes the male stand out while he
is performing his displays. After breeding, this bird congregates in the marsh to molt into drab, camouflaged plumage
before heading south in August – late September. The Bobolink is an extraordinary migrant, traveling to south of the
equator each autumn and making a round-trip of approximately 20,000 kilometers.
Visit Cornell Lab of Ornithology for some great information
on the Birds of North America at www.allaboutbirds.org
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Staff Update
A big welcome to Curtis Stankevich who has joined
the CVWMA staff as a part-time Operations and Maintenance Technician this past September. He is a journeyman carpenter with many talents and we are already reaping the benefits of his hard work and skills.
Gillian Cooper, Director of Education and Interpretation Centre, has resigned from her position this November to pursue teaching in the local elementary
schools. Gillian has worked at the CVWMA for over 15
years, sharing her skills as a trained teacher and her love
for the outdoors with thousands of children throughout the region. We will miss her but know that the students in Creston are lucky to have her join their ranks!
And as an additional note, Carla Haegele, the Director
of Communications, Stewardship and Special Projects, tied the knot this fall and is now Carla Ahern.
Her new contact email is cahern@crestonwildlife.ca.

Wetlands on the Web

Check out Minesing wetlands, the largest
intact wetland in southern Ontario and a
Ramsar site @ http://minesingwetlands.ca

Reach us @:

Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area
PO Box 640, Creston, BC V0B 1G0
Phone: (250) 402 6900
Fax: (250) 402 6910
Email: askus@crestonwildlife.ca
Website: www.crestonwildlife.ca

