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Our Mission
We exist to manage the
Creston Valley Wildlife
Management Area, a
17,000 acre wetland of
international significance,
for conservation and
natural species diversity
through active habitat
and wildlife management,
research, education and
public support.

Habitat enhancement efforts to restore the use of Boulder Creek, located just
south of Kootenay Lake, for fish spawning have been underway since 2008.
Placements of gravel in various locations on the creek have been conducted
in August of 2008, 2009 and 2010 to improve habitat conditions for salmonids,
especially kokanee (Zimmer, 2008). This past May, with the help of volunteers
from the Creston Valley Rod & Gun Club and funding from the Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program (FWCP), a fence was erected along a section of the
creek to support and supplement the gravel placement efforts by excluding
cattle from the riparian area. Seasonal cattle grazing, under a CVWMA permit,
has been allowed in that area for several years to help reduce woody vegetation
encroachment on the wetland, but the unrestricted access to the creek has resulted in significant bank erosion and streambed degradation over time. Bank
erosion adds sediment to the streambed and water
column and is detrimental to spawning
fish and their eggs.
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Creston Rod & Gun Club members Mike Seaton, Greg Leduc
and Mel Prowse stand along the completed fence.

Improvements
in
habitat conditions
along the banks
were already noticeable a few months
after the fence was
erected. Vegetation
that was previously
grazed and trampled quickly grew
back naturally.

Over a million kokanee eggs were implanted in Boulder Creek this past October (Les Fleck, pers. comm. 5 Nov 2010), so we are crossing our fingers that all
these efforts will bring back the fish in Boulder Creek.
Special thanks to the FWCP for providing funding for the project, Gerry Thompson for helping to secure the funding, Steve Arndt (FWCP) for providing his fish
expertise, and the Creston Valley Rod & Gun Club volunteers, in particular Mel
Prowse, Greg Leduc and Mike Seaton, for helping to build the fence!
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The Wild Life

Short-Eared Owl Release
Six Short-eared Owl chicks made their way from Revelstoke to Creston, with a helping hand. In May, the nest,
with the six chicks inside, was located in the drawdown
zone of Upper Arrow Lakes Reservoir where water levels
were expected to rise and submerge the nest.   Shorteared Owls are blue-listed (of special concern) in the
province, so a rescue plan was developed. In early June,
the chicks were transported from the nest to the BC Wildlife Park near Kamloops by a Ministry of Environment biologist while BC Hydro contributed funds to their care.
In August, at approximately three months of age, the birds
were released at the Creston Valley Wildlife Management
Area, assisted by staff from the Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program. With its abundance of marsh lands and
open grasslands, it is perfect habitat for the birds. The
area is already home to Short-eared Owls.
When the doors of the transport cages were opened,
two birds took flight immediately. The others were more
cautious, taking time to hang out in the tall grass before
spreading their wings. Within 30 minutes all six birds were
flying around the area, checking out their new home.
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Monitoring update for Short-eared Owls...
From Barb Houston, Contract Biologist with BC Hydro

Monitoring took place during dusk and dawn surveys
between August 24 and September 3, with some incidental observations in late September. Monitoring
focused on the area of release, but other areas within
the valley containing suitable habitat were also surveyed. All the birds received leg bands and non-toxic
dye colouring on some feathers before release to
make identification easier.
Over the course of the monitoring period, Short-eared
Owls were observed near the release site on numerous occasions, often foraging together in groups of 2
or 3. It was very difficult to determine if the birds observed were marked given their erratic movements in
flight while foraging, the low light at dusk when they
are active and the distance from the observer.
There was one confirmed observation of a marked owl
in early September and it turned out to be one of the
birds that had not learned to forage on their own prior
to release, so one can safely assume that he picked up
the skills in the wild! Given the area in which the owls
were observed is an area well-known by local Naturalists as a Short-eared Owl hotspot, it is not certain that
the observed owls were the released ones, as rewarding as that might be.
Please report any sightings to the Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program at (250) 352-6874 and if possible include the following information: observer
name, date and time of sighting, habitat (grassy field,
pasture, marsh), number of birds seen, behaviour (flying, perching, hunting), detailed location of sighting,
wing marking details: marked (colour), unmarked or
undetermined.

This is one of the Short-eared Owls that was released.
Once the transport cage was opened, the owl hung
out in the grasses for a bit before taking flight.

Each bird is marked
on both the ventral
(underside) and dorsal
(upperside) wing
surface in the same
location. At left, the
marking is on the
ventral side.
Wing markings are
either red or blue.
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For the Education of It!
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Wildlife Interpretation Centre Season in Review
It was another awesome season a the Wildlife Interpretation Centre. From May-September we had just under 6,000
people coming through the doors. We were open 110 days, which averages around 54 people per day. Our program
participation was high with over 1,200 people paddling on our guided canoe tours and hundreds more participating
in our special events and programs.
School program numbers were the highest since 2000 with 1,943 students participating in our Bird Program, Stewardship Program and canoe tours.
We look forward to seeing you next May! Keep in the loop with our programs and events for next season by getting
on our email list. Send us your email address by dropping a line to askus@crestonwildlife.ca.
Please enjoy this collection of photos from the season...

Grants Make Education Happen
A special thanks to the Young Canada Works
(Canadian Museums Association) and Canada
Summer Jobs (Service Canada) grants for their
assistance with funding our summer Wetland
Naturalist positions.
Our amazing summer staff at right (left to right):
Matthew Bayly, Kelsey Knoll (artist), Stephanie
McDowell and Susan Watkinson.
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Management Activities
5 Down, Many More to Go!

This past October, water control structure 7, located along the Kootenay River, west of pond 5 in the Leach Lake Unit,
was dug out and replaced with a brand new structure. A pre-fabricated concrete drop inlet equipped with a slide gate
replaced the old perforated half-round culvert that serviced pond 5 for many years. The old galvanized underground
pipe, which allows water to move from pond 5 to the Kootenay River, was also replaced with 28 meters of high-density
polyethylene pipe (HDPE, the same type of plastic as most milk jugs!) Finally, the flapgate that prevents water from
backing into Leach Lake from Kootenay River was also replaced.

Before

After

Water control 7 is an important structure within the wetland unit network
as it allows CVWMA staff to let excess
water out of Unit 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7 to the
Kootenay River. The work was completed within 15 days and was made
possible with funding and help from
the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation, Ducks Unlimited, Carl Pentilchuk
(Pentilchuk Engineering), Jim Mercer (J.
Mercer Consulting) and Doug Sutcliff.
The final price tag has not been finalized yet.
This is the fifth water control structure
replaced since 2006. There are at least
16 more in needs of immediate replacement or repairs. Please, do not hesitate
to send us a donation if you would like
to help with future work.

Before

Migration Madness
Tens of thousands of waterfowl were seen
in the Leech Lake
unit ponds on
November 2nd.
The majority
were American
Wigeons mixed
with other
species including mallards,
goldeneyes and
grebes.

After

Top - Water control structure 7
Bottom - Flapgate on the Kootenay River
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Ongoing Initiatives

Permits Needed to Hunt and Store Boats
Boat permits are available if you want to store your boat on CVWMA property. Boats can be stored on the east side of
Duck Lake/Sirdar area only. Permits are $25 and a decal will be issued to you to put on your boat.
Hunting permits are required if you want to hunt on CVWMA property. Hunting permits are $10.
So far this hunting season, we have sold over 130 hunting permits.
Both boat and hunting permits are valid for one year, commencing on April 1st and terminating on March 31st of the
following year.
Boat and hunting permits can be obtained in the following ways:
• On our website (www.crestonwildlife.ca). The permit can be filled out and purchased online or downloaded
and printed off and mailed in for processing.
• At our Administration Office located at 1874 Wildlife Rd. Hours are Monday to Friday from 9 am to 4 pm.
• Hunting permits only - At the Service BC government agent office in Creston located at 1404 Canyon Street.
• Or give us a call at (250) 402 6900. We will be more than happy to process the permit over the phone and
answer any questions you may have.

Mandate Review
The mandate review, initiated by the provincial government in 2008, is still in progress, with a decision
coming in the near future. With the recent restructuring of the ministries, it is still not clear as to what ministry we fall under (Environment or Natural Resources)
and parts of the mandate review progress have been
delayed as a result of these changes.
As mentioned in last Wetlander (Spring/Summer
2010), the Ministry of Environment has allocated
funds to remedy some of the outstanding issues of liability identified in the Risk Assessment Report in 2009.
Some of the work that is currently being addressed
includes:
• Clean up of a contaminated site at the Administration Building
• New energy efficient heating system at the
Administration Building
• Installation of fire alarm systems in both the
Administration Building and the Wildlife Interpretation Centre

Join us on Facebook

Quiz...Give
			 a Hoot!
Owls can rotate their head how many degrees?
a 180 b 220 c 270 d 320
Most owls hunt at night, but this owl hunts by day:
a Great Horned b Boreal c Western Screech
d Short Eared
How many species of owl have been sighted in the
Creston Valley?
a 13 b 11 c 9 d 6
The smallest known owl in the world is:
a Northern Pygmy b Elf c Northern Saw-whet d Barred
Owls do not build their own nests.
a True b False
Owls have a great sense of smell.
a True b False
(...answers on page 6)
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Such a Bright Idea!
Stay connected. Get on our email list!
Environmentally savvy - Save the trees!
Cost effective - Helps us to save money on paper.
Convenient - You are just a click away to timely info.
Send us your email by dropping a line to:
askus@crestonwildlife.ca

The Answers

(...from quiz on page 5)

Owls have quite a large head with eyes that are fixed
in their sockets. They have great binocular vision and
good depth perception, but they must turn their entire
heads to change views. Owls can rotate their heads and
necks as much as 270 degrees in either direction. Owls
are farsighted and are unable to see anything clearly
within a few centimeters of their eyes. Their far vision,
particularly in low light, is exceptionally good.

Farewell to Anne
After over 15 years with the CVWMA, Anne de Jager, Director of Corporate Affairs and EA to CEO, has
moved on to pursue other avenues.
Anne’s dedication and passion for the Wildlife Area
shone through in all that she did. Anne arrived in
Creston in the early 90’s to study voles in the wetland.
Anne continued to work at the Wildlife Area running
the Wildlife Interpretation Centre, performing administrative duties and finally taking on marketing, fund
raising and development responsibilities. Anne was
well loved and respected within the Creston community and we will all miss her great energy, ready smile
and friendship. We wish her all the best in her new
adventures in life. A Guinness toast to you Anne!

Most owls are nocturnal, active and hunting prey only
in the darkness. But, several types of owl are crepuscular, active during the twilight hours of dawn and dusk;
one example is the pygmy owl. A few owls are diurnal,
active during the day; some examples are the Burrowing Owl and the Short-eared Owl.
There have been 13 different owl species sighted in the
Creston Valley! They are: Barn, Flammulated, Western
Screech, Great Horned, Snowy, Northern Hawk, Northern Pygmy, Barred, Great Gray, Long-eared, Short-eared,
Boreal and Northern Saw-whet.
The smallest owl in the world is the Elf Owl weighing as
little as 31 g (1.1 oz) and 15 cm (5.8 inches) long with a
wingspan of 37 cm (14.7 inches). In Creston, the smallest owl is the Northern Pygmy-Owl at 17 cm (6.7 inches)
long with a wingspan of 38 cm (15 inches).
Owls do not construct nests of their own, but rather
look for a sheltered nesting site, abandoned nest in
trees, underground burrows, or sites on the ground or
in buildings, barns and caves.
Owls lack both the sense of smell and taste. A Great
Horned Owl will have no problem eating a skunk!

Reach us @:

Creston Valley Wildlife Management Area
PO Box 640, Creston, BC V0B 1G0
Phone: (250) 402 6900
Fax: (250) 402 6910
Email: askus@crestonwildlife.ca
Website: www.crestonwildlife.ca

